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COMFORTABLE LIVING

OUTDOOR PROJECTS
The above photo is of an
exposed aggragate
concrete patio. This is a
form of decorative
concrete where the white
surface you would
normally see with concrete
is washed away, exposing
the rocks beneath.
The lower picture is of a
natural stone fireplace.
The fireplace has a
polished limestone hearth,
mantle, and chimney cap.
This chimney is 9’ tall!

COMFORTABLE LIVING

OUTDOOR PROJECTS
This outdoor fireplace
was built using a full
thickness natural stone
called Chilton Country
Squire. The hearth
is made out of New
York Select Bluestone.
The fireplace was
built on the NE corner
of an existing
Bluestone patio.
The color scheme
turned out fantastic
and created a very
relaxing environment!

REMODELS

The upper picture is of a
remodel we were a part of
at the main office of a Red
Roof Inn. The stone wall we
installed is a cultured stone
made by Owens Corning.
The picture to the right is of
a fireplace we did in
Birmingham. The stone used.
Was a natural thin cut stone.
The mantle is a split face
limestone. The chimney
meets the ceiling at 16’.

REMODELS

This was a
basement
remodel that we
were involved in.
We installed all
of the stone work
as well as all of
the tile. The stone
was a thin cut
natural stone
called :
Fond-u-lac. The
completed project
looked fantastic!

PATIO’S & PORCHES

The photo above is of a
rounded brick staircase we
did in Bloomfield Hills.
The brick used were a solid
brick with a medium iron
spot. They have quite a
sheen to them and in my
personal opinion are a very
attractive brick.
The photo to the right is of
a brick paver porch we did,
also in Bloomfield Hills. We
applied a medium gloss
high quality waterproofing
sealant to the finished
product to help extend the
life of the product as well as
to help make the colors of
the brick pavers POP!

PATIO’S & PORCHES

The photo above is of an
elevated front patio at a
residence in Bloomfield Hills.
The extreme weight that the
outer walls of this structure were
forced to hold was too much
and had caused the walls to
blow out to the point that they
were ready to fall over. We had
to rebuild the outer as well as the
inner structures of this patio in
order to meet the structural
requirements needed to keep
this patio safe and operable.
The photo to the right is
of a front porch and walkway
we had done in Beverly Hills.
The material used is a Full Range
New York Bluestone. We had
built and used a template to
ensure a proper cut on the
radius of the front porch.

PATIO’S & PORCHES

The photo above is of an
elevated brick paver patio we
had designed and installed.
Originally this had been a
wooden deck leading out of
the back door of the residence.
The entire border of the brick
paver patio was installed in
mortar to help create the
structural integrity needed for
this patio to be enjoyed for years
to come.
The picture to the right is of a
concrete porch cap
replacement we had done in
an apartment complex. We
actually tend to do quite a few
Commercial, Residential, as
well as Industrial porch repairs,
and or replacements!

PATIO’S & PORCHES

These 2 photos are of a front
porch we built in Davisburg.
The homeowner had called
looking to spruce up her front
porch. She had felt it was dull,
and was looking to discuss
options. She is a very smart
woman and happened to
have an excellent design idea.
She ended up deciding on
a full range New York Bluestone
for the walking surfaces. And
Brick that would match her
home for the stairs. I added
the picture on the right to this
page because I really liked
the color range we had
gotten on this project and I felt
that this photo gave an
excellent visual of that.

CHIMNEY REPAIRS & REBUILDS

The photo above is of a chimney
repair we had done on a home
remodeling project in Birmingham.
The unpainted upper portion of the
chimney is the repair that we had
done.It has since been painted
to match the rest of the chimney.
On top of the last row of brick
we installed a waterproof
membrane. We than poured
a concrete chimney cap over
the waterproof membrane.
Going these extra lengths when
building a chimney is relatively
inexpensive and creates an
exceptionally long lasting
quality product!
The photo to the right is of a
chimney rebuild we had done
in an apartment complex in Troy.
The brick used were a tumbled
Old Chicago. They are made to
give an impression of an old semi
worn brick, while retaining the
quality of a new brick.

CHIMNEY REPAIRS & REBUILDS

The photo above is of a chimney rebuild
that we had done in Bloomfield Hills. The
original chimney was splitting apart at all
four corners and leaking heavily onto the
plaster ceiling inside the home. We
removed and replaced all of the brick on
the chimney. We also installed a
waterproofing membrane below the
chimney cap. As well as installed a
concrete chimney cap.
The chimney to the right is of a repair that
we had done in Bloomfield Hills. This
chimney was also causing a leak inside
of the home. The brick were in excellent
condition; However the mortar was
heavily deteriorated, as well as the
chimney cap. We ground out the majority
of the mortar on the chimney and
tuckpointed in new mortar to fix all of the
cracks. We Than covered the top of the
chimney with a waterproof membrane
and poured a concrete chimney cap.
We finished this project by applying a
waterproof sealant over the entire
chimney.

CHIMNEY REPAIRS & REBUILDS

The photo above is of a full chimney
rebuild that we had done in Rochester
Hills. The original brick had deteriorated
past the point of no return. The majority
of the chimney had been saturated in
efflorescence. The homeowners had
stated that the problem had been
getting worse each year and opted to
have us tear the whole chimney down
to the ground and rebuild it with a brick
that is more appropriate for Michigan
weather. We couldn’t get an exact
match, but the color was suttle enough
to compliment the home very nicely.
Plus we did find and fix the root of the
problem! It was a smoke chamber
issue.
The chimney to the right is another
chimney repair we have done this one
was done at an apartment complex in
Troy.

MASONRY REPAIRS

This monument was located
at the entrance of a
condominium complex.
The original pictured to the
right was struck by a car
and somehow managed
to remain standing.
We actually created supports
for the roof so it could remain
in place. Than we tore down
and rebuilt the monument.
The limestone sign was
spared and once we
completed the build we
lowered the roof back into
place. The whole process
was actually pretty interesting.

MASONRY REPAIRS

The picture above is of a
neighborhood entryway. The
Pillars holding the sign are
made of Michigan Split Stone.
This is a very dense and hard
to work with stone. But can be
very beautiful when completed.
The pillar closest to the camera
was hit by a motorist and was
absolutely destroyed.
Miraculously the driver was
unharmed. We had to
completely rebuild that pillar
and install a new limestone cap.
The photo to the right is of a
glass block window that we
had replaced and rebuilt. As
well as a few cement block that
we had replaced. The cement
block were later painted.

POOL COPING’S & TILE SURROUNDS

The two photographs are of a
pool remodel we have done
in Orchard Lake. The original
pool coping was done in a
red bullnosed brick. The bricks
used were hollow and ended
up falling apart due to
Michigan’s freeze thaw
conditions. The original tile
band running below the
coping had freeze thaw issues
as well and had been falling
off into the pool. We installed
a new tile band below the
coping of the entire pool as
you can see in the photo.
We also Cut and fabricated
New York Select Bluestone to
create a new and more
effective pool coping.

CONCRETE WORK

The above photograph is
of a driveway located in a
condominium complex in
Northville. The original had
taken a lot of damage and
was in need of being
replaced. We removed and
replaced the lower 4 squares
the 2 closest to the garage
where still in good
condition.
The picture to the right is
of a new concrete
sidewalk we installed in
West Bloomfield. The
homeowner had just built
a wooden deck and was
looking for a nice pathway
from the deck to the
driveway.

CONCRETE WORK

The photograph above is of
a dumpster pad as well as
an approach to a dumpster
pad that we had poured
in concrete. The parkng lot
is done in asphalt, and the
weight of the garbage
trucks pulling up to the
dumpster had over time
caused major problems to
the asphalt. We converted
it to 6” of concrete, with 4”
of 21AA crushed limestone
for a base beneath the
concrete.
The photo to the right is of
a sidewalk and approach
to an apartment parking lot.
This was also poured at 6”
in thickness with a 4” 21AA
crushed limestone base.

CONCRETE CATCH BASIN’S

The picture above is of a double
catch basin drain located in a
Shelby Township parking lot. The
original surround was done in
asphalt and was failing. We
removed the asphalt. Installed new
limestone base material. Raised and
repaired the drains. And installed
concrete at 6” thick. The photo was
taken after saw cutting the
contraction lines into the concrete.
The dust you see in the photo was
later washed off.
The picture to the right is of a catch
basin drain located in a Farmington
Hills condominium parking lot. This
drain had major leaks and needed
substantial repairs done to the inner
drain system. We tooled the
contraction lines in this catch basin.
The photo was taken immediately
after the concrete was finished

DECORATIVE CONCRETE

The picture above is of an
addition that we did to an
existing exposed aggregate
patio. In order to get the
correct match to this patio
we used a larger aggregate
than what is commonly
used. The photo to the
right is a back patio project
we did in Waterford. The
Homeowner was looking
for a nice moderately
inexpensive place to have
barbecues with family.
This particular patio was
done with a smaller
aggregate than the above
photo. Exposed aggregate
is a great choice to acquire
a very elegant and
sustainable product at an
affordable cost.

CUSTOM MASONRY

The picture above is a
staircase that we had built
out of a natural stone called
Castle Rock. We were
actually contracted by another
local masonry company to
help out with this project. The
finished product was very
attractive!
The photo to the right is a
fireplace in Birmingham.
The original hearth and surround
were made of tile. We had
removed and replaced the
tile with the brick you see in the
photo. It’s not really over the top
fancy, but I have just always
liked the soft feel of this
fireplace.

CUSTOM MASONRY

This is a walkout basement that
we had completely changed
the look of in Rochester Hills.
This project originally consisted
of Tarred foundation walls. The
brick from the home started at
the edge of these walls and
went up. We saw cut and
chiseled out half of the depth of
the brick so that we could install
split face limestone sills that
in turn are inset into the brick,
without losing the structure of
the brick on the home. We
covered the tarred concrete
walls with stainless steel lathe
using Ramset nails. The stone
that we installed, as seen
completed in the picture above
is a natural thin cut stone veneer
called Michigan fieldstone.

VARIOUS PROJECTS

The photographs are of a brick
paver driveway we had repaired
in Bloomfield Hills.
This particular driveway had
developed major ruts from the
point that it had met the curb
at the street up about 23’ into
the driveway. We removed all
of the brick pavers from the
lower 25’ of the driveway and
installed proper base material.
We than reset the pavers to
create the nice flat drive that
you see in the above picture.
Afterward we swept a
hardening polymeric sand
between the pavers of the
entire driveway. We than
applied a very high quality
medium gloss waterproof sealer
over the entire driveway.

VARIOUS PROJECTS

The photographs here are
of a couple of different
retaining walls that we had
built at a residence in
Bloomfield Hills.
The decorative concrete
retaining blocks themselves
are a product made by a
company named Belgard
and are of a very high
quality. If I am remembering
correctly each of these
retaining blocks have a
weight of approx. 80lbs.

VARIOUS PROJECTS

The picture above is of a
window well surround we had
built in Birmingham. The wall
is built out of a natural stone
called Chilton Country Squire.
The wall cap is also a
natural stone called New York
Select Bluestone.
The photograph to the right
is of a brick arch rebuild that
we had done in Rochester.
The original arch had
deteriorated and started to
drop. We removed and
replaced both rows of the
arch front and back. As well
as the brick above it.

VARIOUS PROJECTS

The photographs here are of a
chimney repair we had done in
Bloomfield Hills. The chimney
originally had a brick shoulder on
it. The brick shoulder had taken
heavy damage and needed to be
replaced. The homeowner was
looking at alternative options for a
more permanent fix to the problem.
What he decided on was the
limestone shoulder you see close
up in the above picture. The piece
of limestone was 4” thick and
weighed over 300lbs. This was a
very precise job as the limestone
needed to be cut perfectly to fit
the angle of the shoulder. We than
drilled holes in the side of the
chimney and matching holes on
the bottom of the cap. Than we
pinned the cap to the chimney
with ½” coated steel rebar.

TESTIMONIALS
At Top Hat Masonry we strive to continue to deliver excellent customer service, and
satisfaction to each and every one of our clients. Over the years we have asked some
of our customers if they would mind writing a testimonial referring to the work we have
done for them. I have to say I was so pleased when I had read the kind words they had
said about our company. I have included them below.
“With a large portfolio of residential, multi family, and commercial real estate assets.
It was necessary to find a masonry contractor that could complete projects with
excellent workmanship, quickly and within our budget. Using Top Hat Masonry we were
able to accomplish all of those goals. Work ranging from repairing a historic fireplace
chimney, to new construction have been completed flawlessly and on time. The team
at Top Hat are intelligent, honest, and hardworking, which are traits that are often hard
to find. We look forward to working with Top Hat Masonry in the future.”
Chris Pavlinac
Singh Management L.L.C
Facilities Manager
“Top Hat Masonry has been an extraordinarily helpful service in the seasonal maintenance
of Somerset Park Apartments. All I have to do is make a phone call, circle a couple of
areas on a map and rest assured the job will be done properly within the time lines
specified. It’s nice to see a contractor that shows up and does the job he bids, and
also nice seeing the guy who gave you the price doing the job. I have yet to pay out a
job that I feel Top Hat hasn’t earned every penny of. I have actually received phone
calls from tenants within our complex that have commented on how friendly,
professional and hard working Top Hat Masonry is, which is a bizarre twist as tenants
usually complain about any services that impede their walkway, doorway, etc.
From sidewalk flatwork, brick work, chimney repairs, dumpster pads, tuckpointing, and
various other masonry jobs I am yet to be disappointed.”
Adam Porter
Somerset Park Apartments
Park and grounds Supervisor
“We had a concrete front porch that was an eye sore and detracted from our house;
It needed a facelift. Chris came to the house examined the work to be done and gave
us an estimate for materials, and labor and a date that he would start. He also made
suggestions regarding the stone to be used and how we should lay out the job.
He started the job on time, laid the stone out in a way that the many colors of bluestone
blended together, and finished on time. Once done he brought his power washer
and cleaned our driveway and surrounding area. Our front porch is now one of the more
attractive aspects of our house. We would gladly recommend Chris to anyone needing
superior stone work at a fair price.”
Bill & Kathy Hackett

TOP HAT MASONRY
Thank you for your time in viewing our brochure!
Listed below is our contact information;
Give us a call we would love the opportunity to partner with you
on your next Masonry and/or Concrete project!!!

Phone : 248-739-3065 - Chris Blaine / Owner
Email : tophatmason@yahoo.com
Location : 7244 Ida Ter, Waterford, MI 48329
Website : www.professionalbrick.com
Facebook : Top Hat Masonry Repair
Linkedin : Chris Blaine
Twitter : Top Hat Masonry

